Module One Reflection:


Module one really opened my eyes to the purpose of technology integration into the classroom.  I have a stronger understanding of why technology should be used and how it should be implemented.  The module was very user friendly itself and demonstrated how technology can be applied to learning opportunities.  The module had various activities to help me achieve the information I needed and supplemented the text very well.  It was easy to see how someone can implement technology successfully into a lesson.  I thought that the readings for this first module were also very helpful, and in part because it included stories of actual teachers.  I also learned how to use technology when the source of technology is at a minimum.  For example, what to do with a one computer classroom, it was great to have all of these sources outlined for us in this module.      

Module one also challenged to me take a look at how I am currently using technology.  I thought it was a great opportunity to reflect on some of the things I was doing with technology in the classroom.  I was able to identify if I was using technology correctly or if I was simply using it to just use it, the answer, I think a little of both.  However, being more aware of the NETS I am confident that I will be incorporating technology correctly and with a purpose in the future.  

Module Two Reflection:

Module two was very informative.  I don’t think that enough classes go over copyright rules and expectations.  My feelings are that many people automatically assume that others understand what is acceptable.  That is not always the case, and I thought that this module did an excellent job in refreshing my memory on the importance of citing sources and obeying copyrights. 

I also enjoyed the time I took to reflect on my districts AUP.  This was an opportunity to look at what can help us personally adapt to technology use within the school.  I for one sometimes forget about the internet being restricted at our school.  For example, our district is going through a major overhaul of switching operating systems.  This has made our technology experiences in the beginning of this school year dreadful.  I developed a WebQuest in school in the beginning of the year and went to use it in my health class the other day and the site was blocked.  I look at it as “rolling with the punches” or simply adapting to technology curveballs.  However, some of my colleagues look at it as a reason to not use technology. 

I try and model cyberethics throughout my technology lessons.  When ever I am talking about ideas or on different websites I point out where the information is coming from and who is responsible for the information.  

This chapter shed a great deal of light on some of the important aspects of using technology that are sometimes forgotten.  I am glad that I was able to look at this information and become more aware myself of why it is important to cover topics such as AUP and cyberethics.  Finally, 

Module 3 Reflection:


My goals to become a leader are as follows.  First, I plan on taking a more active part in my own department with my colleagues.  I am often very soft spoken and usually avoid any type of discussion that I feel may receive resistant.  However, there have been some instances since I have started teaching in which I have not agreed with what my colleagues have been practicing, and feel that the students are not receiving the necessary education.  This is a necessary step in my leadership development to show how to overcome different challenges that will arise when becoming a leader.  For example, I will need to further develop these skills so that I can help guide some of my co-workers through the experience of using different types of technology.  I will need to work on approaching my colleagues with different ideas to help students learn, and at the same time offer my time to help them along the way.  It will be important to remain in contact with my colleagues throughout this process.  After working on this process with my colleagues my next step will be to go to the whole school instead of just my department.  I will spend time explaining my experiences and ideas with the rest of the building.  I feel that this will be a great way to start demonstrating and gaining leadership skills.  


The third module did an excellent job identifying different tools that can be used in the classroom in order to make technology integration easier.  For example, I haven’t thought about using a pointer trail during my technology lessons until I went through the material in the module.  I am glad that I was able to work through this module and pick up these tips to help make my technology use more appropriate for everyone in the classroom.  

Module 4 Reflection:


This module shed a great deal of light on different forms of assessment.  As we move forward with technology use, it is also important to move forward with ways to assess students.  Technology offers various ways for students and instructors to use assessments throughout the educational process.  Project based learning and authentic assessments seem to intrigue me the most.  Both of these options seem to allow for students to illustrate their creative minds the most.  


Project based learning really allows students to work through the process of learning themselves.  In great project based learning environments, students are given an assignment and then sent on their way to explore and discover the topic presented by the instructor.  It is also a great way to achieve differentiation and allow for different learning avenues to become available.  I have incorporated basic projects into my lessons and I have personally seen the impact that even simple projects can have on a class.  The most important part of this type of instruction, in my opinion, is that the students on discovering how they learn the best and it is a great opportunity for the teacher to pause and take notes on how each student goes about finding the same information as the next student but in their own way sometimes. 

Module 5 Reflection:


A:  This module did an excellent job showing how important multimedia tools can be in the educational process.  I was impressed with the resources located throughout the module and it really added to the experience of the module.  In my opinion this really showcased why it is important to integrate technology in the classroom.  
I really enjoyed that the module went over the components that you can add into lessons to make them more exciting.  The use of animations really opened my eyes to different ways to get students excited about a lesson or a topic.  The sites that included animations illustrated to me ways to use them to brighten up a visual tool.
            I was also able to concentrate on the use of PowerPoint.  In my opinion, this section was great.  My eyes have opened to the opportunities that this tool actually has to offer.  Many people look at PowerPoint and only see presentation opportunity.  What actually comes to mind is lecturing.  When I was in college many of my professors used this tool to assist with their lecture, but hesitated to use the tools available to assist the multimedia tool.  I plan on incorporating the extras that are offered in PowerPoint, in order to make a presentation exciting and engaging.           
B:  After working through the first five modules I can definitely say that I see more opportunity in my teaching and curriculum for technology integration.  I have used technology here and there in the past, but not as effectively as I think I can use it now.  I see great opportunity in technology that will allow my students to showcase their creativity and ability to learn at the same time.  I have also seen a rise in student engagement when using technology effectively in the classroom.  The multimedia module has really inspired me.  I see that PowerPoint can be used as an avenue of learning or technology use for the students and not only the teachers.  My only question is what to do with the students that have limited access at home to the internet.  My district is comprised of very low-economic families.  I want to do as much technology work as I can but I can’t give homework involving technology use and find myself taking too much time to complete one task.    
Module 6 Reflection:

This was a really important module and contained a large amount of good information.  I will be able to take the majority of the information presented in this lesson and apply it to my teaching and planning immediately.  Planning is one of the most important aspects of teaching.  Poor planning, usually leads to poor teaching.  With that said I was glad to see it being addressed in this module, because it becomes even more important when dealing with technology.  
            My experience with technology and planning for integration has been to make sure you do not do too much too fast.  It is important not to try and become a technology teacher overnight.  As the facilitator you need to be comfortable using the technology that you are going to be integrating.  
            When planning on using technology during a lesson I usually gain support from it when introducing lessons and using graphic organizers.  Graphic organizers can be made very easy to develop using certain software’s that are available.  Some of the software’s often have tutorials and step by step instructions to allow for very friendly use.  As always, it is important to have an overall knowledge of how the software works before presenting it to a class.  Again this comes back to the idea of planning, and it is important to assign time in your planning to experiment and gain knowledge of the technology sources that will be being used in the lesson.     

Module 7 Reflection:


This was another great module.  Inquiry-based learning is coming to the forefront of teaching as a great way to not only help students experience a higher level of learning, but a way to integrate technology as well.  It is important in preparing our students for the 21st Century that we begin to challenge the students to think outside of the box and inquire about topics and their own learning.  Most jobs today require problem solving skills and this module reinforces those skills as a necessity.

Excel can be both a great and overwhelming tool.  Sometimes the Excel program can seem super advanced and not worth the effort, but it is a great way to store, sort, and display information.  Excel has great tools that can be used when grading student work as well as showing students’ charts that require data entry.  

The example in the module shows the adaptability of the Excel program.  This module helped to remind me that it is important to try and keep an open mind when dealing with technology and that we as teachers still need to think outside of the box.  The module example for the Excel program demonstrates this.
Module 8 Reflection:


Module 8 does a great job adding to the support of why we should be using technology in the classroom.  It also brings up the fact that technology not only can be used teacher to student, but it can be used teacher to teacher as well.  Teachers can take the opportunity to collaborate their lessons online, share information, post successful lessons, or hold forums about certain topics.  Technology opens so many doors that I think sometimes they are over looked.  Simple emails between teachers can count as technology integration and sometimes I feel that we overlook that fact.  


My district currently uses an electronic grade book for all students and classes.  Although, the grade book can go “down” or “crash” at some points; I feel that utilizing this type of software is a great step.  Not only are grades kept in a neat and orderly way, parents and students have access to view their grades that are constantly being updated.  Our district asks us to update the grades for our students and update assessments every Wednesday, so that parents can consistently track their child’s progress.  



Finally, the module did a great job reminding us about interactive activities.  I thought it was great that the module brought up the idea of virtual field trips.  I have forgotten about this interactive activity, but love the idea of them.  It is a great way for the students to explore a topic, area, or site and learn as well.  I plan on using a virtual field trip soon, and may choose to go to the USDA website for the students to explore their.

Module 9 Reflection:


This module has really helped me look into different ways to include the community into the classroom and school.  One way that I think that could be really effective is to hold family nights throughout the year that can be used as informational sessions as well.  For example, a PowerPoint presentation slide show could be used to provide information to parents on various topics such as cyber bullying, computer safety, and the districts Acceptable Use Policy or AUP.  Packets could be set out for parents to take and review at their convenience as well.  

My experiences with filtering software, viruses, and spyware have been very mixed.  Filtering systems can get really annoying in my opinion when set to high and especially when you first install it because just about everything is blocked or asks you for access.  I have had good luck with viruses and spyware with my computer use.  I thank anti-virus systems for that and am thankful that they are created.      

Again, I thought that this was a great module to bring the overlooked aspects of technology to mind.  It is just as important to protect yourself from technology problems as it is to use it in your classroom.
Course Reflection:

I thought that this was an excellent course.  The materials provided and the content covered did a great job broadening my knowledge on technology in the classroom.  The activities towards the end of the class were especially good, because they required us to really get involved in technology use and create different things that we can actually use moving forward.  I can honestly say that I am much more comfortable and knowledgeable with technology integration into the classroom.

